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Material and Methods: This retrospective study included 151 
patients with pathological confirmed diagnosis of stage III-N2 
NSCLC from 1998 to 2012, at the University Hospitals Leuven 
and the Oncologic Center Limburg. All patients were treated 
with induction chemotherapy and surgical resection. 
Postoperative radiotherapy (PORT) was only performed in 
case of incomplete resection (R1/R2) or persistent nodal 
disease (ypN2). For the non-PORT group, we created a virtual 
PTV, consisting of the initially involved lymph node stations, 
N7, the ipsilateral hilum and bronchial stump. All patients 
were staged with FDG PET-CT and brain imaging. Disease 
recurrence at the primary affected lobe of the lung, 
ipsilateral hilum, and/or initially involved mediastinal nodes 
was considered loco-regional (LR). R2 resections were also 
seen as LR. Follow-up occurred at 3-month intervals for the 
ﬁrst 2 years, every 6 months for the next 3 years, and then 
annually and included physical examination, blood test and 
CT scan of thorax and upper abdomen each 6 months. 
 
 
 
Results: After a mean follow-up of 46 months, disease 
recurrence occurred in 96/151 patients. Cumulative LR and 
distant metastases (DM) were seen in 39% (59/151) and 57% 
(86/151), respectively. Forty-eight patients (32%) had a LR as 
first event. PORT was performed in 76 patients. Considering 
the patients with cumulative LR (n=59), patients who 
underwent PORT (n=27) had a total of 60 relapse sites (2.2 
sites/patient), whereas in the non-PORT group (n=32) a total 
of 98 sites were documented (3.1 sites/patient)(p<0.05). 
In the PORT-group, the most common site of failure was the 
hilum, followed by station 7, the bronchial stump, 4R, 2R, 5-
6, 4L, 2L, 3 and 8-9. In the non-PORT group, the most 
common site of failure was station 7, followed by station 4R, 
the hilum, 2R, 4L, 5-6, the bronchial stump, 8-9 and 2L 
(table).  
In the PORT group, 33% of patients relapsed inside the 
planning target volume (PTV), 33% had a local relapse both 
within and outside the PTV. Another 18% of patients had a LR 
outside the PTV. In the non-PORT group, 66% of patients 
relapsed inside the virtual PTV, 31% both within and outside 
the PTV, and only 3% had a LR outside the PTV. 
 
Conclusion: Patients receiving PORT had less sites of LR 
compared to the non-PORT group. In the non-PORT group, 
significantly more relapses were seen in nodal station 7, 4R 
and 4L, which are in the majority of cases irradiated in the 
PORT group. These data indicate the potential benefit of 
PORT in stage III N2 NSCLCL treated with induction 
chemotherapy and surgery. 
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Purpose or Objective: Malignant pleural mesothelioma 
(MPM) has an aggressive course, high mortality rate and no 
standard of care. The role of radiotherapy has not been 
established. In a dose escalation study of moderate 
hypofractionated tomotherapy(HTT) we obtained statistically 
significant better local control adding a simultaneous 
integrated boost (SIB) on FDG-PET positive areas (BTV) (Fodor 
et al, Strahlenter Onkol 2011). Here we evaluate factors 
influencing outcome in MPM patients(pts) treated with HTT. 
 
Material and Methods: From May 2006 to April 2014 54 pts 
with MPM, progressive after previous treatments (surgery + 
chemotherapy) were treated with salvage HTT. Patient 
characteristics are presented in the table below. Median 
survival was 10.2 (1.18-70) months, 4 patients, all treated 
with SIB, were alive at the last follow up. A univariate 
analysis was performed to identify which of these factors: 
BTV boost, volume of BTV, type of surgery, histology, stage, 
chemotherapy yes/no and volume of PTV influence Overall 
Survival(OS), Local Relapse(LR) and Distant and Local 
Relapse(R). 
 
 
 
Results: Median survival for initial stage I vs II vs III vs IV was: 
10.2: 22.07:9.97:5.72 (p=0.006). Only stage (I-II vs III-IV) was 
statistically significant in predicting OS: 13.11 vs 8.23 
months(mts) (p=0.04) and only surgery yes(EPP/P) vs 
Biopsy/Talc Pleurodhesis (TP) for LR(p=0.009). SIB on BTV has 
an impact on survival for stage III-IV (p=0.05), but not for 
stage I-II (p=0.7). A BTV volume of 353.2 cc was found to be 
the best cut-off having a statistically significant impact on OS 
(p= 0.0003). Median OS was 5.84 vs 7.8 vs 11.54 (p=0.04) for 
pts without SIB vs pts with SIB and BTV volume > cut off vs 
pts with BTV < cut-off. BTV volume< 353.2 cc significantly 
influences OS in stage III-IV (p=0.03). In stage III-IV SIB has a 
role in BTV< 353.2 cc, and pts with higher BTV treated with 
SIB have similar OS to pts without boost: 11.54 vs 6 vs 4.85 
mts (p=0.04). In stages III-IV, type of surgery was significant 
for OS: EPP vs P vs TP= 1.61: 10.1:8.23 (p=0.001). For pts 
with TP BTV volume <353.2 cc is a significant predictor of 
survival (p=0.001) and these pts have a better OS than pts 
with larger BTV treated with SIB or without SIB: 13.11 vs 7.8 
vs 7.74(p=0.04). 
 
 
Conclusion: The BTV cut off volume <353.2 cc significantly 
influences OS in stage III-IV pts , even in those treated with 
palliative surgery, but irradiated with SIB and can help in 
patient selection for salvage SIB HTT. 
